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 Scaling and Sizing with PDFJam


I find myself needing to take a PDF, output it at a specific size, and have the result offset to the top right hand side of the screen. To achieve it, I needed a few new switches to my good friend PDFJam, so I thought I’d share my command!
pdfjam --suffix converted --papersize '{1920px,1080px}' --scale 0.4 --trim "-6cm -1cm 13cm 8cm" slides.pdf

The --suffix is instead of giving an output filename, whatever you feed in ends up with the suffix in its filename. This is very handy because I use this command in a script and only need to pass in one variable. The --papersize isn’t a switch I have used before either but you can set exact sizes for the final output which is nice. The --trim switch can also be used to set --clip=true to remove the trimmed space from the document if desired.

I find PDFJam a very handy tool but with not nearly enough blog posts and code snippets around, so I’m dropping my command for future reference (yours as well as mine!).








This entry was posted in tech and tagged pdf, pdfjam, tips, tools by lornajane. Bookmark the permalink.
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6 thoughts on “Scaling and Sizing with PDFJam” 

	



Web Developer on May 4, 2015 at 01:52 said:



Thank you for sharing this handy tool. Handling documents such as pdf and spreadsheets are few of the challenging things to do.
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Scott on February 8, 2017 at 16:44 said:



It may have been two years in coming, but here is a ‘thank you’ from someone who needed an example of the –papersize option.
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Greg on August 17, 2020 at 20:32 said:



make it 5 years after but still a big thank you from another person who needed and example of the papersize option.
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Jordi on October 12, 2020 at 12:42 said:



Thanks, very useful
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Bruno Cabral on February 4, 2022 at 22:17 said:



Nice tip of negative trim values!

What –clip does after all?
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Dave on February 13, 2022 at 11:12 said:



Tried it out, but my problem is that it then introduces white spacing between the pages
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Please use [code] and [/code] around any source code you wish to share. Comment * 
Name * 

Email * 

Website 

 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

 



Δ

 

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.


To respond on your own website, enter the URL of your response which should contain a link to this post's permalink URL. Your response will then appear (possibly after moderation) on this page. Want to update or remove your response? Update or delete your post and re-enter your post's URL again. (Learn More)
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