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 Presenting from PDF


I’ve been using PDF as a file format for presentations for the last ~8 years and I LOVE it. The clue is in the name: Portable Document Format: it’s an open standard, and works everywhere. You can embed your fonts, images, whatever … if you end up presenting it from another machine for some reason, everything is going work, even when you want to upload the slides afterwards. Yet, it’s still a pretty unusual choice, I think because people don’t know much about the tooling around it – so I thought I’d share some of my tips.
Today: tools for actually delivering a PDF presentation (I make them with rst2pdf ).

One of the smartest things we can do for one another as speakers (even occasional ones!) is put a PDF presentation tool on our laptops. Every presentation tool should be able to save as PDF – and if someone has a PDF presentation tool on their machine? You’re saved :)

For mac: try Présentation.app a Python script that gives a fully-featured speaker view with speaker notes, timer, next slide, etc.

For linux: try PDF Presenter Console. Ubuntu users can install from apt, and again, it supports speaker view, next slide, notes, timer, etc. It’s also an active open source project, so you can always fix something if you need to.

Both tools have similar features to what you’d expect from Powerpoint/Keynote/Impress, and I personally find them more than adequate for my needs. If you have other recommendations (especially for Windows, which I don’t have suggestions for) then please share in the comments, I would love to know of more excellent PDF tools!
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One thought on “Presenting from PDF” 

	



Chris on July 17, 2018 at 13:47 said:



I’m a huge fan of dspdfviewer https://github.com/dannyedel/dspdfviewer for Linux, (probably works on Mac as well)

Does split screen rendering with notes on your laptop and slides on external monitor.




Reply ↓ 






Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Please use [code] and [/code] around any source code you wish to share. Comment * 
Name * 

Email * 

Website 

 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

 



Δ

 

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.


To respond on your own website, enter the URL of your response which should contain a link to this post's permalink URL. Your response will then appear (possibly after moderation) on this page. Want to update or remove your response? Update or delete your post and re-enter your post's URL again. (Learn More)



























Me
 	 [email protected]
	@lornajane
	@[email protected]
	https://github.com/lornajane
	https://twitch.tv/lornajanetv



 


Also Me
 




 






© 2006-2024 LornaJane.net
Icons courtesy of The Noun Project 


















































